The Popish Plot
return from France, by making him Commander-in-Chief
of the Army, and later on Chancellor of Cambridge. It was
at Cambridge that the Chancellor played in John Crowne's
masque, " Calisto or the Chaste Nymph,'3 and danced with
Henrietta Wentworth, who played the star part of " Jupiter
in love with Calisto," whilst the Chancellor was but " one
of the men that danced." Soon afterwards she became his
mistress, and played her sad part in the tragedy of his life
and the rebellion that led to the Bloody Assize.
It would.be interesting to follow the alliance between
Shaftesbury and Monmouth, best known to readers in Dry-
den's famous poem, " Absalom and Achitophel." The true
history of the business is'far removed from the story of the
poet. Shaftesbury was a true friend to the people and one
of the few statesmen of the day who could not be bought
with gold. He had served the King as Lord Chancellor,
but now, in 1678, he and his Whig party were in opposition
to the Tories. Charles was pleasing his Tory Cavaliers with
a forward popular policy against France. The monarchy
seemed to have turned from the Roman to the Anglo-
Catholic party. The Dutch were to be our allies, the
French our enemies. The Duke of York and his Jesuit
priests were plotting in secret. If Shaftesbury could have
obtained a copy of the secret Treaty of Dover and published
it to the world, he and his Country Party could have roused
the nation to the danger in which it stood, and there would
have been no Bloody Assize.
But the great ones of the earth are not allowed to rule
the world according to their own wisdom or folly. They
go on lying and deceiving, or at the best compromising and
blundering, until, having tied up the complicated threads
of human affairs into a hopeless tangle of confusion, Provi-
dence, Prospero-like, sends an Ariel to beckon some coarse
clown into the drama, who appoints himself a monarch
among the moon-calves, and enters his Kingdom to delight
his dupes with boastful magniloquence.